127

mind on the sudden appearance of danger. If they had to fight with
those who after all had never ceased to be their hereditary enemies,
they would fight, and would win, just as at Griinwald in the past.

From that moment the pact of 1934 had lost all its value. Though
it remained intact legally, it no longer corresponded to political
realities.

Furthermore for Germany it was no longer justified and could
not survive some of the causes which had induced Germany to accept
it. Since the Chancellor had achieved his first objects, had annexed
Austria, Bohemia, Moravia, and Memel, it appeared to him quite
natural to settle the question of Danzig. He is known to be indignant
with Poland and Colonel Beck. He is no doubt sincere in his strange
psychology, and no doubt he fails to understand the resistance and the
obstinacy of these Poles, who do not immediately recognize the good-
will which he has shown in not claiming from them all the lands
situated in the "Lebensraum of the German people": the Corridor,
Torun, Poznan, Upper Silesia, Bohumin . . . and by contenting him-
self for the moment with an extra-territorial motor-road.

LfiON  NOEL.
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M. LEON NOEL, French Ambassador in Warsaw,

to M. GEORGES BONNET., Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, May 3, 1939.

AT the moment when, in consequence of the denunciation by
Germany of the pact of January 26, 1934, the Polish Government is
preparing to send a notification that it no longer considers itself bound
by the Polish-German declaration on minorities of November 5, 1937,
it is not inappropriate to recall the history of the sixteen months of
existence of this declaration.

Directly after its publication, the Polish Government Press claimed
to view it as the most important fact which had occurred in the rela-
tions of the two countries since 1934. Such comments were justified
by the wish to show the German Government the importance which
Poland attached to the declaration. The pact had indeed been intended
to put an end to an exchange of recriminations, sometimes very bitter,
which had been dragging on for nearly six months. Furthermore, in
the course of the negotiations, Germany had constantly acted the
part of the requesting party. It had insistently pressed for the signa-
ture of a definite convention and the institution of a mixed commission,
before which the complaints of the minorities could have been brought.
The Polish Government had only agreed to a simple declaration,
leaving each party alone responsible for the fulfilment of its engage-
ments "within the framework of its sovereignty." Therefore it had
no reason for appearing to minimize the scope of the agreement
towards the other party.

In spite of the Press comments, the political scope of the declara-
tion was not exaggerated in Warsaw. I have already pointed this out,